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How many times have we complained that so many of our ERAU students graduate and 

go elsewhere to follow their dream of an aerospace engineering career? In February, 

ERAU announced plans to begin the nation's first bachelor's degree in commercial space 

operations, which will supply the commercial spaceflight industry with skilled graduates 

in the areas of space policy, spaceflight safety, and space program training, management 

and planning. 



Bottom line, we need a facility that could employ these individuals. A site on the 

Brevard-Volusia border could house such a facility and put Florida back on track as the 

leader of commercial satellite launches. So what has to take place? 

The essential next step for all parties is to begin the formal Environmental Impact 

Statement (EIS) process. Through the EIS, a transparent exercise with federally 

mandated forums where public input drives the outcome, the real facts can be made 

available upon which decisions may be made by informed elected officials. 

There is too much at stake for this community to reject the future of the commercial 

space launch market, and all its potential, when the environmental impacts may indeed 

be limited and manageable. The dawning of the era of commercial exploitation of space 

is at hand, whether it's new medical or material discoveries on the International Space 

Station, or space-based solar power. Volusia County must be proactive in assuring its 

future workforce is at that table. 

The continuing dialogue between NASA and Space Florida is an encouraging sign for the 

region's future success. 

The aerospace industry has had more than 50 years of partnership in space exploration 

and environmental stewardship. Indeed, if not for the space program, the Cape would 

have long ago disappeared under a sea of condos and marinas. That legacy can and must 

be continued. I have no doubt Volusia County can do it best — because this opportunity 

is too important to our future economy. 

Cameron is senior vice president of government relations for the Daytona Regional 

Chamber of Commerce. 
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